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TH E following pages are extracted from a 
Letter written by a Lady in England. It 
was not written,.as will at once be perceived, 
with any view of being printed. The perſon 
who received it, thought it, however, as well 
worth the attention of others as his own. 
And he hopes, that ſuch who hold, as ſa- 
cred, the principles and practices to which it 
alludes, will be pleaſed to conſider it ſeriouſly. 
The inconſiſtency of the practice of ſome per- 
ſons with their profeſſed principles, is abun- 
dantly obvious to every one, but not perhaps 
to themſelves. And the influence of human 
authority over the religion of thoſe who moſt 
indignanily diſclaim its influence, is ſufficiently 
conſpicuous to all who have had proper oppor- 
tunities of obſerving its operation. But there 
is reaſon to think, that many deceive themſelves 
upon this head; and account that they walk 
at liberty, becauſe it is the authority of the 
Church, not of thoſe they call the World, to 
which they are ſubject. Perhaps, the plain 
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recital of a converſation which actually took 
place, may be of uſe to awaken their attention, 
and to open their eyes. If theſe are turned to the 
Scriptures, and they ſhould be taught to read, 
and to judge of them for themſelves, rejecting 
as doftrines of God the commandments of men, 
Ibis ſmall publication will be of good effect. 


Edinburgh, March 25, 
1796. 


Extract of a LETTEN from a Lady in 
England. 


6 0 Ss © I CANNOT better explain my 
meaning, than by relating a converſation 
which I had this afternoon with my grocer, 
Mr. „who, I have not the leaſt doubt, 
is a ſincere Chriſtian. It is very poſſible 
for Chriſtians to miſunderfland the laws of 
Chriſt, eſpecially if they do not keep clear 
of party-prejudice. Were I to find any 
fault with Mr. „it would be for being 
too poſitive, and rather too much preju- 
diced in favour of his own judgment. A 
claim to infallibility, or any very near ap- 
TY proaches to it, come with a bad grace from 
Proteſtants, none of whom has a right to 
call himſelf the true interpreter of the laws 
of Chriſt, imperfection being written upon 
every perſon and every thing here below. 
$ In the courſe of the converſation, I hap- 
Ipened to mention Mr, „„ „, the 
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Baptiſt miniſter. Mr. — immediately 
interrupted me, by obſerving, that the re- 

| % jection of infant-baptiſm proceeded from a 
| (<4) diſbelief of that perfe& atonement, which 
faves us in the ſame manner as it ſaves our 

ö Infants, Theſe people, continued he, ſup- 
poſe, that ſalvation is owing to ſomething 
beſide the thing ſignified in baptiſm, and 
that ſome condition is to be performed by 
N us, which infants are unable to perform, 
| notwithſtanding our Lord has expreſsly de- 
clared, that we muſt enter his kingdom juſt ; 
as infants enter it. V 187 (a) | 
Ought we not rather, Sir, replied I, to | 
take it for granted, if we will not give our- | 
| ſelves the trouble to inquire into their opi- 
| nion on that ſubje&, that our brethren the |} 
Baptiſts are inconſiſtent with themſelves ? | 
It would be kinder to do fo, than to charge 

them with denying the atonement of Chriſt, 


merely becauſe they do not baptize their in- 
| fants. Perhaps, Mr. —, if a Baptiſt were 
| here, he might retort the charge, and tell 
| you, that the baptizing of infants was vir- 


| tually denying the doctrine of the atone- 
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ment, fince it might be inferred, that you 
eſteemed ſomething elſe to be neceſſary to 
their ſalvation; and ſomething, too, for 
which you had neither precept nor example 1 
in the word of God., Thus might you re- /724C- 
proach and accuſe each other, without cha- 
rity, without truth, without edification, and 
without end. | 
Charity, Madam ! faid he; I confeſs I 
am no great admirer of that Antinomian 
charity, which takes it for granted that -all 
are Chriſtians who can talk about illumina- 
tions, imputed righteouſneſs, and the other 
great truths of the goſpel, at the ſame time 
that they manifeſt their diſbelief of them, 
by paying no regard to many of the injunc- 
tions of our Lord and his apoſtles. Every 
ſociety united by this falſe charity, is a 
branch of that grand Antichriſtian apoſtaſy, 
or oppoſition to Chriſt in the name of Chriſt, 
which was to take place in the world. Thoſe 
who are truly of God, hear God's word. Y:- 
But you do not take, Sir, replied I, the 
little ſociety to which you belong, to be the 
only church of Chriſt, conſidering all others 
as Antichriſtian? | | 


Indeed, 
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Indeed, Madam, I do, anſwered he. No 
fociety upon earth will bear to be meaſured 
by the word of God, except the church of 
which I am a member, and the churches in 
connection with us. Yet I have no doubt 
that there are many Chriſtians beſide thoſe 
in fellowſhip with us ; but the voice of God 
to them is, Come out from among them, 
and be ye ſeparate. 

You ſuppoſe then, faid I, that all the 
members of your ſociety are real Chriſtians? 

No, Madam, replied he, 1 do not. 

Then 1 find, Sir, that in your church, 
as well as in others, there are both good 
and bad ? | 

Be it ſo, Madam, anſwered he. But then 
we profels an entire ſubjection to Chriſt ; 
and whenever it appears that any one does 
not yield an unreſerved ſubmiſſion to all his 
precepts, we put away the unclean from 
amongſt us. Like the church of Epheſus, 
we cannot bear thoſe who are evil; who 
fay that they are Jews, and are not; but who 
manifeſt by their works that they are of the - 
ſynagogue of Satan, 


I com- 
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1 commend every ſociety of Chriſtians, 


 faid1I, for carefully watching over the conduct 
of its members. I am alſo ready to acknow- 
ledge, that Proteſtant Diſſenters, in general, 
have been remiſs in this particular duty. 
They have too much endeavoured to ac- 
quire large, and, as they are falſely called, 
flouriſhing congregations; and have too 
often neglected to purge out the old leaven, 
except for notorious evils. But is it not 
poſſible to run into the contrary extreme, 
and to pluck up the wheat together with 
the tares? Your ſociety, Sir, will not be 
able, any more than others, to keep out 
- thoſe from its communion, who have the 
addreſs to imitate both the faith and practice 
of Chriſtians, as long as that imitation is at- 
tended with honour and intereſt. Many 
followed the Redeemer. when he was here 
upon earth, not becauſe they ſaw his mi- 
racles, but becauſe they had eaten of the 
loaves; and he has had ſuch — in 
all ages. 

True, Madam, replied he; but Proteſts 
ant Diſſenters, in general, do not ſo much as 


profeſs. 


( 10 ) 
profeſs to be obedient to all the laws of 
Chriſt; it is no wonder, therefore, if their 
obedience be very deficient. No fin ought 
to be eſteemed little, nor any of the com- 
mands of Chriſt of ſmall importance. When 
do your miniſters preſs upon their hearers 
an abſtinence from blood ? When do they 
enforce the kiſs of charity? Or when do 
they exhort the friends of Jeſus to follow 
his example, by waſhing each other's feet ? 
Do they ever ſo much as mention it to be 
the duty of Chriſtians to lay up treaſure in 
heaven, in oppoſition to laying it up on 
earth, which our Lord has called by the 


name of covetouſneſs? If a miniſter of the - 


goſpel were to tell a company of modern 
profeſſors, that it is covetouſneſs to lay up 
treaſure on earth, and that the covetous are 
amongſt thoſe who will be excluded from 
the kingdom of heaven, they would deride 
him, as the Phariſees, who were covetous, 
derided Chriſt. 

I perceive, Sir, ſaid I, that you inſiſt upon 
our receiving the commands of Chriſt in 
their moſt literal ſenſe. And if that be the 
| ſenſe 
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ſenſe in which they were intended to be un- 
derſtood, you are certainly right; but that 
remains to be proved. From blood I my- 
ſelf abſtain, as do many with whom I am 
acquainted. It was always eſteemed a ſacred 
thing, as well before the inſtitution of the 
law of Moſes as ſince its abolition. The kiſs 
of charity I conſider as a mode of falutation 
common to the time and place in which it 
was enjoined. Laying hold of each other's 
hand is the manner of falutation in this 
country ; and as much love may be ex- 
prefled in that mode as in any other; not 
that I am diſpoſed to find fault with thoſe 
who are otherwiſe minded. I am likewiſe 
a ſtranger to the preciſe manner in which 
the firſt Chriſtians ſaluted each other, as I 
believe, Sir, you are too. I confeſs I have 
never waſhed any one's feet ; but I have 
been ready to do the ſervants of Chriſt the 


9 meaneſt offices; and I aſſure Mr. „that 
whenever waſhing his feet will be of any 
5 benefit to him, or whenever it ſhall be in 


bs my power to render him any other ſervice, 
1 ſhall not be backward. When ſandals 


were 
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were worn, to aſſiſt any one in waſhing his 
feet was a friendly office. In every coun- 
try, it is requiſite that Chriſtians ſhould be 
humble, and that they ſhould condeſcend 
to alleviate the diſtreſſes of their brethren 
as much as they can. They who act other- 
wiſe, manifeſt themſelves to be ſtrangers to 
the ſpirit and temper of Chriſt, who conde- 
ſcended to waſh the feet of his diſciples, not 
that he might teach them the obſervation 
of a ceremony, but that they might follow 
his example in doing the meaneſt offices for 
each other, 

It does not become Chriſtians, Madam, 


replied he, to explain away the precepts of 1 


Chriſt. The apoſtaſy of our firſt parents 
was owing to ſuch a mode of reaſoning, 

I acknowledge, Sir, ſaid I, that to adhere 
to the letter of Scripture is a good general 
rule; but it is not without many excep- 
tions. Tranſubſtantiation is founded on 
Scripture literally underſtood, as well as 
ſeveral other errors of the Romiſh church. 
Indeed, Mr. 


into the contrary extreme. 
And 


= 
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„we ought to take care, 
that in avoiding one error we do not run 
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And pray, Madam, cried he, how do you 
underſtand the command of Chriſt, not to 
lay up treaſure on earth? I doubt not but 
you can explain it in ſuch a manner as to 
make it mean the very reverſe. 

The ſervants of Jeſus, replied I, are 
taught, that He who clotheth the graſs of 
the field, and feedeth the fowls of the air, 
will alſo provide for them. It is their duty 


therefore to be diligent in buſineſs, without 


being anxiouſly concerned about making 
proviſion, either for a long time to come, 
or even for the morrow ; fince an eager ſo- 
licitude of that Kind can be of no advan- 
tage, but muſt rather add a weight to the 
preſent evils, which our Lord obſerves are 
ſufficiently heavy.—To attend more imme- 
diately to your queſtion, let me appeal to 


| yourſelf. . Are we not as ſtrongly enjoined 


to take no thought for the morrow, and 
to ſell that which we have and give alms, 
as we are not to lay up treaſure on earth ? 
Wherefore then dp you pay ſuch great re- 
gard to the literal ſenſe of this laſt text of 
Scripture, when you pay ſo little to that of 

B the 
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the two former? In my opinion, it is much 
more the duty of the opulent to leſſen their 
fortunes 1n order to alleviate the neceſlities 
of the indigent, than it is of a poor man to 
give away every thing which remains to him 
out of his daily, labour, without making 
proviſion for a time of ſickneſs or for old 
age. Would it not be preſumptuous in him 

to truſt to an interpoſition of providence in 


his behalf, at the ſame time that he neglect- 


ed that duty which he owes to himſelf? It 


is as much the duty of one who is rich to 


be mortified to the world, as it is of one 
that is poor; and there is as much danger 
of covetouſneſs and ſenſuality in the poſſeſ- 
ſion of riches, as in the increaſing of them. 

When the church is in great diſtreſs, ſaid 
he, it certainly becomes us, not only to 
give away the ſurplus of our income, but 
even to ſell our poſſeſſions, as the firſt 
churches did, and to diſtribute as every one 
has need. 

I agree with you, Sir, replied I; but if 
the church is not in that diſtreſs, it appears 
to me to be more lawful to increaſe our 

t ſubſtance, 
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ſubſtance, after having dedicated a part of 
our profits to charitable uſes, than it is to 
ſpend our whole income upon ourſelves, 
without regarding the neceſſities of o- 
thers.—I think, Mr. „if I miſtake not, 


you have ten children. Several of them 


you have put apprentices fo ſuch buſineſſes 
as will require a conſiderable ſum to ſet up 
in; and Thomas and William will be but 
poor grocers if they have empty ſhops. 
Your daughters too have received a genteel 
education, which will be a real injury to 
them if you do not give them fortunes. 
But I believe, Sir, they have little to fear. 


That diligence which my friend manifeſts 


in his buſineſs, not to ſay that eagerneſs 
with which he purſues the world, is a 
proof to me, that he is but an indifferent 
convert to his own doctrine. His conduct 
in this reſpect is I think a little cenſurable. 
Is it right, my dear Sir, to lay a trap for 
tender conſciences, and to negle& that 
which we enjoin upon others? I beg, Sir, 
you will tell me ingenuouſly, whether you 
are worth no more now than you were five 


years ago. 
B 2 Why, 
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Why, Madam, ſaid he, as my family 
have increaſed, I have been obliged to in- 
creaſe my buſinefs, and have therefore re- 
quired a greater capital. But! do not call 
this laying up treaſure on earth; becauſe I 
can no more carry on my trade without 
money, than a huſbandman can ſow his 


land without ſeed. 


Very true, Sir, replied I; but ſtill you 
have increaſed your poſſeſſions, which J 
look upon as an evil, only becaufe my friend 
allows that in himſelf. which he condemns 
in others. What 1s the difference between 
your extending your trade as your wealth 
increaſes, and another perſon's putting his 
money out to intereſt, or placing it in the 
funds, becauſe he has no opportunity to 
enlarge his trade? We ought not to keep a 
bag of deceitful weights, and to uſe one 
weight for ourſelves and another for our 


' neighbours. You are not the firſt, Sir, that 


I have ſeen, who has denied the lawfulneſs of 
laying up treaſure on earth, at the ſame time 
that he has been unremittingly purſuing the 


world.—1 will readily acknowledge, that the 


love 
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love of money is the root of all evil. A 
covetous Chriſtian ſounds no better in my 
ear than a cheating, lewd, or drunken 
Chriſtian. The word of God contains 
many exhortations to be rich in good 
works, and willing to communicate of our 
ſubſtance to all who are in diſtreſs, but 
eſpecially to our own houſehold, and to 
thoſe who are of the houſehold of faith. It 
alſo contains rules, whereby we may pro- 
portion our liberality in common caſes, as 
well as precedents which it may be proper 
for us to follow. Zaccheus propoſed giving 
the half of his goods, or perhaps of his in- 
come, to the poor, and alſo making a four- 
fold reſtitution to thoſe whom he had in- 
jured ; Jacob dedicated a tenth of his ſub- 
ſtance to God; and I doubt not but their 
examples have been imitated by many of 
the ſervants of God. One of the rules 
which the Holy Ghoſt has preſcribed is, 
that every one ſhould give chearfully what 
he has purpoſed in his own heart. There 
are times and ſeaſons when Chriſtians enjoy 
much of the divine preſence, and when they 
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are better diſpoſed than at other times. In 
thoſe tender and endearing moments, it is 
natural for them to inquire what they ſhall 
render unto the Lord for all his benefits : 
and what they then reſolve to do for Chriſt 
in his members, ought from that moment 
to be ſacred, and to be faithfully applied to 
the intended uſe. | 

Another rule 1s, to lay by in ſtore upon 
the firſt day of the week, as God has pro- 
ſpered us; but the proportion is left, like 
the free-will offering under the law, to the 
diſcretion of the giver, becauſe no parti- 
cular direCtion would apply to every caſe. 

I do not think, Sir, continued I, that it 
is a wiſe method of enforcing that obe- 
dience which every Chriſtian owes to the 
laws of Chriſt, to ſtretch them beyond their 
true meaning ; ſince they who attempt to 
prove too much, frequently prove nothing 
at all. If the church were in great diſtreſs, 
I acknowledge it would be criminal in us 
to increaſe our ſubſtance ; but it would be 
equally criminal not to ſell our poſſeſſions 
for the ſupport of our fellow Chriſtians. 

| Pleading 
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Pleading the cauſe of covetouſneſs, Ma- 
dam, replied he, is pleading the cauſe of 
idolatry ; for he who could not err has told 
us, that where our treaſure is, there will 
our heart be alſo. There is a wide dif- 
ference betwixt retaining what we poſſeſs 
and laying up more. He who deſires to be 
rich is an idolater, becauſe he truſts in 
Mammon, and is afraid to rely upon God, 
as appears by his not being contented in 
his preſent condition. They who poſſeſſed 
houſes or lands, might lawfully forbear to 
ſell them, even when all things were com- 
mon. Whilſt it remained, ſaid Peter to 
Ananias, was it not thine own? and after 
it was ſold, was it not in thy own power? 
You perceive, Madam, there is a great 
difference between retaining our poſſeſſions 
and increaſing them. 

Indeed, Sir, anſwered I, they appear to 
me to be equally lawful, or equally cul- 
pable; ſince we are as much commanded 
to ſell what we have and give alms, as we 


are not to lay up treaſure on earth. An 


anxious importunity, either to keep our poſ- 
ſeſſions 
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ſeſſions or to increaſe them, is covetouſneſs. 
It manifeſts that our minds are more diſ- 
poſed to truſt in uncertain riches than in 
the living God. Moreover, it ought to be 
remarked, that the young man in the go- 
ſpel was reproved, not for deſiring to aug- 
ment his poſſeſſions, but for being unwilling 
to part with them; on which occaſion our 
Lord obſerved, that it was 7ry/ting in riches 
which made it ſo difficult for a rich man to 
enter into the kingdom of God. If the 
poſſeſſion of riches unavoidably draw the 
heart from God, what do you think, Sir, 
of many of the Old-'Teſtament ſaints, who 
had great poſſeſſions, which they acquired 
not merely by the divine permiſhon, but 
through the divine favour ? Would the 
Moſt High have given them ſuch abun. - 
dance, if the gift had been incompatible 
with retaining the poſſeſſion of their hearts ? 
I am however ready to acknowledge, that 
a ſtate of affluence is attended with many 
temptations; and that the children of God 


upon whom their Father beſtows riches, 


ought to receive them with fear and trem- 
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bling, as well as with thankfulneſs, ſince 
the difficulties to which they are expoſed 
may be compared to a camel's going through 
the eye of a needle. | 

We had more converſation on this ſub- 
jet; but it ended as diſputes generally do, 
without change of ſentiment on either ſide. 
When we have once adopted this or that 
opinion, we are apt to look upon it with a 
parental fondneſs; and our certainty of its 
truth increaſes, not as the evidence inerea- 
ſes, but in propertion to the warmth with 
which we have defended it, 

I have reaſon to believe, that Mr, ——, 
upon the whole, is a wiſe and valuable Chriſ- 
tian, If perſons of ſuch a character miſap- 


prehend the divine oracles, which I cannot 
doubt with reſpe& to him, how does it be- 


come us to iinplore the divine aſſiſtance, and 
to beſeech our heavenly Father to give us large 
portions of his Spirit, that we may be led into 
all truth, and chearfully ſubmit to his guid- 
ance in whatever we perceive to be his will! 

It would have ſavoured of oſtentation, or 
| might have told this gentleman, that I 
bare 
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have long practiſed myſelf what he inſiſts 
upon to be the duty of all. When we had 
children, my dear huſband, who did every 
thing by rule, appropriated a tenth part of 
what he gained by trade to charitable uſes ; 
and after God, in mercy I truſt, took our 
offspring to himſelf, he did the ſame by the 
whole. His fortune was conſiderably im- 


paired before his death by many loſſes; yet 


he continued to give away the ſurplus of our 
income. But he often obſerved to me, that 
though he believed this to be his duty in his 
preſent circumſtances, yet this rule would 
no more ſuit every perſon, than the ſame 
coat would fit men of different ſtatures, or 
one medicine cure every diſeaſe. 

I know a very worthy man who is a 
draper. When he married and began buſi- 
neſs, his wife and he were worth about 
J. zoo. He entered upon a ſhop belonging 
to a perſon who had failed, and took the 
ſtock. In order to do this, he borrowed 
L. 800, which, with the divine bleſſing upon 
his induſtry, he has been enabled to pay, 
notwithſtanding he has had an increaſing 

family. 
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family. But would it have been agreeable 
to the ſpirit of the New Teſtament, to have 
told this young couple, upon their begin- 
ning the world, that the laws of Chriſt's 
kingdom did not permit them to be worth 
a ſhilling more than the J. 300 which they 
ſet up with? That to attempt it would be 
idolatry? And that, whatever they might 
imagine themſelves to feel of the divine pre- 
ſence, yet, if they ſhould increaſe their poſ- 
ſeſſions, they would manifeſt that they were 
unbelievers, and that all their religion, and 
joy in God through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
were mere ſelf-deception, and nothing more 
than a religious path to hell? I think that 
ſuch an intemperate and ignorant zeal would 
have gone as far beyond the truth, as, it is 
to be feared, many profeſſors of the preſent 
day fall ſhort of it. Undoubtedly covetouſ- 
neſs, or an inordinate defire of the things 
of time and ſenſe, be they what they may, 
is an evil as dreadful as it is common. It 
becomes every ſervant of Jeſus to watch and 
pray againſt it; for as the whole body is full 
of darkneſs, when the eye is evil or diſorder- 

| ed, 


(45 


el; 5 if a Chriſtian, or one ho calls him- 
ſelf a Chriſtian, be covetous, we may depend 
upon it that he is a fruitleſs branch i in every 
reſpect, and nigh unto curſing. Many, it is 


what they would do for the poor ſervants 
of Jeſus, if they were in ſuch or ſuch circum- 
ſtances; not conſidering, that God requires 
us to do our duty in the ſtation wherein he 
hath placed us, and to be liberal according 
to what we have, not according to what 
we have not. * * + # # 4+ * * * 


TR END. 
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to be feared, deceive themſelves, by thinking 
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